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Wasatch County looks at law enforcement consolidation 


~ By SONNI SCHWINN 
jé Herald correspondent 
Heber City — Wasatch County 
Commission Chairman Moroni Be- 
sendorfer brought up the subject of 


consolidating law enforcement and 


public works departments during 
last week’s meeting of the Council 
of Governments (COG). 

He said consolidating some serv- 
ices could save tax money and that 
the county jail needs to be expand- 
ed or replaced, which might be 
more practical done as a coopera- 
tive effort. 

Heber City Councilman Wayne 
Clegg agreed there was merit to 
the idea of consolidating law en- 
forcement but only if services are 
improved or the costs are reduced. 
He said the last time the possibility 
of consolidating law enforcement 
was considered, the cost to the city 
was more than it budgeted for its 
own police department. 

_ He also was concerned about the 
county commission having “all the 


say” in consolidated departments. 
He pointed out the county public 
works director, who is appointed 
by the commission, would control 
that department and the sheriff 
would control all law enforcement. 
He said the commission ultimately 
has control over the sheriff’s de- 
partment because it “holds the 
purse strings.” 

He said the other entities in the 
county should have an equal say in 
the operations of consolidated serv- 
ices. 

Commissioner LaRen Provost 
suggested the departments could 
be governed by boards with repre- 
sentation from the cities as well as 
the county, similar to the way the 
sewer and fire districts are gov- 
erned. 

Heber is the only city in the 
county with its own police depart- 
ment. Midway has a contract with 
the sheriff’s dept. to patrol and 
handle other police matters, which 
Mayor Reed Bezzant says is work- 


ing very well. 

Heber City Councilman Lincoln 
Rasband suggested having the 
Mountainlands Association of Gov- 
ernmenis conduct a survey and 
recommend how consolidated de- 
parments might be set up. Provost 
said Heber should take the lead in 
the survey. 

In other business, all the county 
and city officials expressed support 
for a proposal to start a bus 
service to Park City but they said 
none of their budgets had money to 
spare to help the project get start- 


Mary Jo Coleman, an advocate 
for handicapped people, and Kay 
Simmons, transitional coordinator 
for Wasatch County and Park City 
Schools, once again reviewed their 
proposal for a bus service to Park 
City, which they had already 
presented to the county commis- 
sion and city councils. Since the 


service would benefit people from’ 


all over the Heber Valley, they 


were invited to present the idea at 
the COG meeting where it could be 
discussed by representatives from 
all the governments. 

Coleman and Simons said they 
need $8,400 for the first month of 
operation, which would be repaid 
from ticket sales. However, city 
budgets are based on fiscal years 
and the councilmen said they 
wouldn’t be able to help until they 
put together their new budgets next 
June. The County has begun to 
work on its 1991 budget, but the 
commissioners said they wouldn’t 
know for a few more weeks if any 
money might be available this 
year. 

The problem is that the bus is 
needed befor the holiday ski season 
begins, particularly for handi- 
capped people who have no other 
way to get there. The bus would 
make four round trips a day, for 
day and swing shifts, seven days a 
week. 

Coleman and Simons were ad- 


vised to approach local service 
organizations to see if they might 
help. 

The bus, with a driver, would be 
leased from Park City Transport, a 
privately owned company. It would 
be the same bus used by The 
Homestead as a shuttle to Park 
City. Some of the COG members 
expressed concern about govern- 
ment funds being used to subsidize 
private business. 

Provost reported he had pre- 
pared a draft of an ordinance for 
increasing building permit. fees to 
include impact fees. The additional 
money will be set aside for emer- 
gency services as a way for new 
residents and business owners to 
buy into existing emergency sys- 
tems. 

Although new construction in 
areas that are already developed 
are not expected to severely im- 
pact emergency services, addition- 
al equipment, facilities and person- 
nel will be required for new 


developments, like those planned 
for the Jordanelle area. Provost 
suggested the impact fees as the 
fairest way to pay for whatever 
will be required until the additional 
property taxes are collected to 
cover ongoing services. 

Provost reported that the County 
Solid Waste District had to be 
subsidized by the county when it 
started up. However, he said it has 


been breaking even since early this _ 


year. He said most user fees are 
collected on time. 

He said the lawsuit brought 
against the county by Timberlakes 
still has not been settled. Timber- 
lakes homeowners object to having 
to deposit their garbage in com- 
mercial containers at the entrance 
of the development but being 


charged the same as other county 


residents who have individual con- 
tainers. They also object to having 
to pay garbage collection fees 
year-round, even though most of 
their homes are second residences 
which they only occupy part of the 
year. 

Provost said during the county’s 
last meeting with the homeowners 
and their attorny, they offered to 
pay $2 per household per month for 
garbage collection, compared to 
$7.60 plus payments on the cannis- 


ters paid by other residents. He, 


said the proposal was not accepta- 
ble. 

He said he was concerned that if 
the matter goes to court and the 
county loses, it will be very costly 
for the county because it would pay 
Timberlakes’ attorney fees as well 
as abide by the decision of the 
court on the collection fees. 

“But which other way can we 
go?” he asked. He said the district 
is “out on a limb” and can’t pick 


| 


up people’s trash “for just two 


‘perepdn pue pomaraar 


_ sem yenueur Aoyjod pue einpecos 

“ganua s,Áunos ey) Jaye Surpued 

poureurer Jey) ansst Ájuo oy) sem 

41 pres 3H “papas Iyeu oy) AVY OF 

_ pue uorsioap s,sourdg pim paseard 

Ajawanxa sem əy pres Iəz1opuəsəg 
1U0J0N uewneyo uorsruwon 

x . ‘Kor 

-10d əy} noge way por ay uym 
yoafqo you prp senndep pres 3H 

: i *SIOATEA USIS 0} 

pornbar 9q Jr% siaduassed ueliAto 

Pe Wyp pue wI 3q [IM SUOISeI00 

yəns pres əy yng 'ssəursnq [BIOIJJjO 

ym pajoouuod awe Jey} SUOHEMIS 

ureyeo ur Aindap e ypa JoARn 

o} gaquiaw Ajruey e more Kew oy 

pres souedg aouvjsut 104 “apeul oq 
Kew osje suondaoxa 19410 WOS 

“ÁN 


ur pouodsuen aq ospe Aew suosgar 


qeroyggo sao 104 powodsuen But 
-9q 10 4SƏ11¥ Japun STENp{AIPUT ‘SWD 


\sonndep amp ur yearn Kew swopun 
Zuneom Jou aw oym suoporpsunf 
Japo Wo s1ə914JO pue ‘ssəursnq 
pergo uo amw, Aay, uəym were 
Suisun ur skeMye Jou aw sanndap 


‘aoueysur 104 “poyepora Suroq st Á 


-Jod a} ueaw 3,use0p WY Ing ‘S319 


-149A 3P UE Zupu BUIIO[O ULITEATO — 


ur əjdoəd aes Aur pns sueznto 
yy ino pajurod souedg “sajoryea 
juauraosojue MEJ LIOWJO Up PAUN 
0} PAMOTTE 3q [irm SIOLJO PoLyHTa9 
Aquo ‘forjod məu oy} IPUN 


„T89 au UF Apoqaulos sem 
arap uaym ueddey pinoo Zurpawos 
yorym ur JUaAe UB [JUdAeId OF] ‘F125 
-y Jo pue ur ‘Aorjod poo3 e asnf sar 
yur INg 10} JOM am OYM ATTBAT 
ar kay], W) 10] TLI ey) SuLeMmsuE 
azam agkeur zur I ‘[Aorod plo 
ayp) pm oyoeneay awos pey o7gnd 
ay Jo ysnoua jy 'Aauow s,orqnd 
ap asnstur 3,u0p 2M yey}, ANSSE 
THM ospe Aopod mau ayy pres 3H 


Ve e8eq uo pənuyuop 
uəyM swa JUIWIDIOJUI MET 
Jo sajouadiowre əfpuey 0} S130JO 
Aynp-yo Jo} poou at pres sourds 


SUƏZNII wand Jr AGEM PIA 2q 
prnoo Ájunos a} Jey pouI23U09 OSE 
arom Aayy, ‘S8unno pue SpueLa IWA 
-Hd 10} SYA TeIUO Ty Buysn 
pnd A pearsoes pey Ao pres 
£1 “oyjod ap 0 parsafgo ssauors 
-sturaos Ajuno op “I9AIMOH 


“wausiep 
e se Burasos Ajqissod pue Ayyiqr 
“SIA 30W Surpraoid ‘IIOU SANYA 
aq Zuranp eq prnom ow} swo noy) 
ur sərrurey nay} aAvy 07 919e Suroq 
Aq 3 pres ose Aay, ‘snoxesuep 
3q PInod 3y suonemis ur papau 
aləm Ady Ji SINY NIP ALI 
sarnruey may oaey prnom Aay) pres 
AQI “inp uo j,uaram Aay, ways 
uaa ‘peau 343rur oy) quawdinba 


He said one gr ; as take ce, but he 


wboy 1 cid d ee any activity in the 


this one. 


warning 


